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It appears that Santa Rosa County will be or deals!

getting a private jail to complement the existing

private jail project also sparked a request for
special workshops and investigation into the

impact fees being charged by local utilities, 41 Fair Point Dr.
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especially water companies, within the county. 934-6015
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Commissioners last week approved granting A1.000 Acres!
some incentives in tax breaks and providing Hardwoods, ri
some infrastructure to a company called GEO, GO E . pine. P
which builds large private prisons. The project B
called Project Justice would be a 2,000-bed St Regis Paper Com
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prison on 125 acres adjacent to 160 acres
owned by the county just north of the county's
industrial park and near the current county jail.

Commissioner Don Salter, chairman of the
county's economic development committee, has
been working with the City of Milton to get tax
breaks for tap fees and impact fees for this
project for several weeks.

Some commissioners were concerned that the
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News Gordon Goodin said this is an example of how

AllRiahts Reserved - g 1ddenly utilities and the City of Milton can cut
tap fees if they feel it is justified.

"We had some utilities stand right here before
us a few months ago and say to us that they
Newspaperweb | charge what the market bears, not necessarily

maraeem. | the actual fees it takes to operate and hook A
software and somebody up," Goodin said. "I think that is a g
problem for economic development. | think the e e

time is perfect for these utilities where we grant
franchises to justify their impact or tap fees.
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"There are three utilities | know of within the
county right now that cannot sell their taps right
now. Economic development in those areas is
down. They are using their reserves to pay their
employees. So all those fees must have
brought in some extra money for some time. |
think we need to hold some discussions and
some workshops on that, and soon."
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